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Target Audience 

Those who want to learn the basic skills of SPSS Statistics syntax for use in repetitive production tasks. Those who are responsible 
for using and maintaining SPSS syntax jobs developed by others. 

 

Prerequisites 

On the job experience running SPSS Statistics using the graphical user interface (dialog boxes) or completion of the Introduction to 
SPSS Statistics course. Attendees should have familiarity with basic SPSS operations for reading and saving data, variable 
definition, compute and recode data transformations, frequencies and crosstabs, editing and saving results.  

 
Overview 

Syntax is the command language that gives instructions to SPSS Statistics on how to modify, manage, and analyze your data. 
Syntax programs can be used to automate repetitive tasks and perform additional options that are not available in the dialog boxes. 
You will learn the rules of SPSS syntax, how to generate syntax from the dialog boxes, modify and optimize its use. The approach of 
the course will be that the dialog boxes and syntax are complementary.  

 

Course Content 

 
� Introduction to syntax 

 

� Getting started 

 

� Managing syntax 

 

� Opening and saving syntax 

 

� Defining variable properties 

 

� Select cases 

 

� Variable transformations 

 

� Exporting output 

 

� Troubleshooting 

 

 


